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Accustic Arts
Drive | Mk 2/
DAC | Mk 4

by Alan Sircom

Accustic Arts is a poorly spelled but
very well made awdio range from
Germany. In addition to the Drive |
Mk 2 CD transport and DAC | Mk 4
converter, the brand has an integrated
amp, i preamp and (hree power
amps, a CD and universal plaver

and = mest recently = a reference
class valve DAC. There are speakers
and a e tac, The
products have a consistent theme: a
very clean sound and build quality

nel Lo none. And yet, the products
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are little-krown, even among high-end

enlhusiasts = [ suspect there might be
ro xenophobia at play. If

these two products had a big British
or American name on the front panel.
they'd be on every audiophile's Most

Wanted list, Or maybe it's just a very
contended market. Whatever the
reason, this particular transport and
DAC combo deserve more recognilion,
b e they work partic
Both in combination or taken on their
wwn,

Cme of the biggest bonuses of the:
transpon mechanism in the 82,8935
Drrive | ME 2 CD transport is that it is
perhaps the quistest we've ever {not)
heard, Onee you clase that thick shiny
cover on the lop of the player, having
Pl the mag-puck over the spindie
of the disc. you won't hear a thing,
even if you stick your ear to the side
of the transport. You can barely even
feel the vibration. Of course, the top-
loading mech = a Philips COM Pro 2

nds cn placement. You

o this he top shell
of the rack, because not only is the

Transpaort set back lrom (he front panel,
but it"s also got an inch-high knob on
the Lidd of the transpon (and it's nat
powered).

Inside the ikick chassis is the sort of
solid engineering you would expect
o find inside an amplifier (or possibly
a Maim CI player), with a heavily




P shielded TAVA troidal transtommer

and 45,000pF of smocthing
capacilance. The player has no less
than four separate power supply
stages, leeding drive, DSP, display
control and display heating stages,
A brace of translormer-coupled
coaxial phono, BNC and balanced
AESEBL LR connections form the
sockets on the back panel of this
heavy aluminium chassis.

Thers is a touch of hling about
both transpert and DAC, The
Iransport has a blue glowing logo
an the sliding draw - this can be
defeated, bl is bright encugh
Ao light up a small room
Then there's the overall
look, with brushed

aluminium cases
with shiny chrome
knohs. This stays
just the right side of
warish,.. but only
just. In contrast,
Ihe old school
Philips display
is understibed,
but not the most
informative around.
Thee DAC is styled
similarly o the transpart, 18 hiss a pair
of big shiny knobs (gratuilous on a
AT, surely) and three indicator LEDs
in between. [0s a multibit alfair, but
uniguely works to §6-bit precision
and 1.536GHz sampling. This comes
Trovm using a paire of mult-cl

claimed 1o be nabbed from the
pra studio world, Once again, a
torcidal iransformer — a 100VA model
- provides the molive power.
Normally when checking out
combinations of CD transport and
DAC (or pre-amp and power amp for
Ihat matter}, one side is better (an the
other, It's rare to find a matched pair,
but the Accustic Ars duo are
just that. Yes, the

transpaort is

also a perfect partner for

the company’s Relerence convener
and if you upgraded the transpon.
you'd still be able to squeeze cut

DAC chips paralielconnected lor
fully balanced operation. That said,
we preferred the sound of the Drive
ta DAC through the single-enced BNC
connection with analogue outpul in
balanced. With four XLR inpuls, two
phonos and a BNC connector, plus
bath LR and phono ouiput, you have
room o experiment. There is alse an
unbalaneed version, thal shaves 5200
ol the base 53,100 price. The DAC

[ Mk 4 alse sy a high fee filker

better pert from the DAC | Mk
A, but the twee go together perlectly,
So well, in fact, it's a shame 1o break
them up.

The drive is a timing lkound, It adds
a degree of precision to the sound of
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Moving over to the DAC, it's 2
minor revelation. Music here seems
fundamentally “right’ through the
pannership. s difficult 1o pin down,
ecause = like the very best products
=il seems 1o do litle more than the
merely good Kil, but that last degree
of ‘rightness’ 1o the sound is whal
separates the Wadias and Zandens
from e rest.

In particular, there's an absence
af "ringing to the seund thal oaly
manifests itsell when you go
back to regular

CD playing. Suddenly,

alter bearing i through the Aceustic
due, CD seunds shiny and as il it's
played through a ring modulater
{the thing that gave the daleks their
voice, albeit zotto anything like that
extent). This pairing strips back thc.

the digital output that is
hard 1o find elsewhere; not just in
tempe like an old Linn ralable,
but spatial and temporal precision.
Sounds have a tangible space” in
the mundqmqe and hang logether

. elimi g some of the

stage, with 60.000pF of Panasonic
filtration and a Class A cutput that’s

arifice of the replay chain in the
process.

brigh of digital witkout
dull in the process. There are a few
players that do this, but aften at
the expense of some botlom end
energy. This one manages to keep
the integrity of the sound intact right
across the lrequency range, delivering
a1 patent mix.

0F course, this description makes B
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he AA duo sound a bit st
a bit of it. These lwo pla
and energy when the disc demands
it, grace and subtlety when it needs
Those elements and a lot of balls
when spanking through Led Zep.
Truth is, we pat a range of dises
down the Accustie chain - everything
frem old ‘lecey noedling from carly
Kraltwerk 1o the most mellow slice

of Wes Montgomery guitar ils possible
to hear without falling into a coma
and everything in between, Nothing
Foxed this pair, every picee of music
fell into place beautifully, and

kept coming back for mare.

with lire

As suggested
in the review ol
the Bryston CD player
in the last issue, most high-end CO
players seem to fall into either the
but-dull ar the ini
butawrong camps. This is one of the
very few exceplio

Accuracy and

Zanden. But it gels close to all these
things.

Slightly garish looks aside. there's
nat much 1o lnd fault in the Accustic
duo, [t does what all good players
try 1o do.. get oul of the way of
the music, Which makes it perform
remarkably well in a wide variety of

systems and with all kinds of music,
You could easily plonk the Accustic
Arts Drive and DAC down al the
head of a soft, comforable valve
system or a tight, upbe,
speaker, solid-state system and
the resuls would be the

on the sound by

al stages. In fact,
arguably the only real downside

to the duo is their integrity. 11's not

the sort of perormance that lends

itsell to lwo-minute snap d

111 take a few days 1o burn into vour
pevehe, bul the Accustic Arts Drive
IME 2and DACIMEIV tum in a
memaorable performan

e,

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

small-
Orive | Mk 2
hgital putputs: 1 x AESJEBL XIR
same... you get 1o Ibatanced - 110 Q1
bypass any 1 SIPDIF; ROA
lurbalanced - 76 Q)
1k SIPDIF; BN
lunbalnced - 75 €
Dimernsions (WxltaD]: 482 x 100 x 375 me
Weght 15 kg
Price: =225
DACT M
Canverier technology: 66 bil)1536 Kr
Imax. sampling rate)
Digital inpuss: 1 x AESJEBL; hatanced
- L1 CF (NLRY
2w H/P-DIF; untalanced
- 75 61 [RCA]
eneroachment 1w SP-DIF; untalanced
- 75 [BNC]
Digital outputs: 1 X AESJEBL; batanced
- Lh £ LR
1w 5/P-DIF; urzalanced
- 75 GHIRCA]
log 1pr LR

Instead., it's the slow build, as it
dawns on you that this combo is
playing the long game and thase

il can be bed-ellows, bul
not very often it seems, The Accustic
duo manages te combine the
precision and exactness of the mest
accurate players with the sheer sense
of musical fun of some of the more
beat oriented designs, No. it

mare. ing players
begin to sound peaky and wrong.
OF the two, the DAC is always
going to appear (e more exciting
product, because of that super-
high sample rate and word length.
It shouldn't:

wo both eller

will not ouk-resolve a Rescl

Audio ar put-pace a Naim. and
neither will it provide that

P aver the norm and
in combination, they are an

endless m

ality of & Wadia ar

B6

hle foree, req) g a large
cash injection to better the sound,

1 wabatanced RCA phona
Dimensions (WdtaD]: 100 x 482 x 375 mem

Weight: 10y
Price: e
UK Distributar:

Audio Reference
Tel. 44{011252 702705
Bt wew.audioreference.couk

Manufacturer:
Agtustic Arts
Mel waw.accuslicartsoom
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